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Dear Sir: 

I, Matthew Mills, do hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am the inventor for the above-captioned patent application and its claims and am 
aware of all aspects of the creation and manufacture of the device as currently claimed. 

2. My knowledge of the current invention as claimed includes the processing and 
degermination of grains, including corn, which are used in the present invention. 

3. While there are possibly alternative steps in the degermination of com, one sequence 
for degermination could include the following steps: 

a. Initially, the corn kernels are removed or split from the cob; 
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b. The kernels are collected and soaked in water for approximately twenty- 
four (24) hours; 

c. The germ/embryo and the tip cap are then removed from each of the 
kernels; 

d. The degermed kernels are then soaked in water for approximately twelve 
(12) hours to soften the exterior skin layer; 

e. The exterior layer is then removed, leaving both the hard and soft 
endosperm of the corn for use in the present invention; and 

f. The kernels are then dried in a kiln or otherwise in order to remove 
excess water, generally for approximately fifteen (15) minutes at 214""? 
to take the moisture content in the kernels to approximately 13% - 15%. 

4. The resulting material arismg from the de-germed com with its exterior layer removed, 
provides a material that operates thermally much like a ceramic material. However, 
unlike ceramic material, my degermed corn is recyclable, all-natural, and does not 
require manufacturing that such ceramic material might require. 

5. My degermed corn is significantly different from cleaned corn in that such cleaned com 
does not have the germ removed nor does it have the bran (the pericarp or outer coat) 
removed. 

6. Consequently, cleaned corn would not operate in the same manner as my degermed 
com as the embryo, or germ, would still be present in the corn kernel. The presence of 
the germ allows the retention of inherent oils that promote ftingi/mold or other growth 
and decay (or rotting) of the kemel. 
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7. Such decay or rotting of the corn kernel operates in contradiction to my invention, 
would prevent it from having a long-lasting useful life, and could detrimentally affect 
the important thermal properties which my claimed device provides. 

8. As a result, cleaned, or cleansed, com could not be used as a substitute for my 
degermed com as set forth above. 

9. Attached as Exhibit 1 is an explanation with a relevant diagram describing the grains 
which we use and the process they undergo in order to remove the germ and exterior 
bran coat. The information in Exhibit 1 is tme and correct to the best of my 
knowledge. 

10. I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and 
correct and that all statements made on information are believed to be true and correct; 
and farther that these statements were made with the knowledge that willfal false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 

/// 
/// 
/// 
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Secdon 1001 of Thle 18 of the United States Code (18 U.S.C- § 1001), and that such 
willfiil felse statements may jcopanlize the validity of the above-reference! application and any 
patent issuing thereon. 



Date: May 



Prepared by: 

aSLO & THOMAS LLP 

233 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 900 

Santa Monica, California 90401 

Tel; (310) 451-0647 

Fax: (310) 394-4477 

Customer No.: 25,189 

www.cislo.com 




tfoUy submitted. 



lew Mills 



De< larani 
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Certificate of First Class Mailing 

fehy certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States 

Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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